NORTH CAROLINA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION
12/30/2025
AWARD PRESENTATION HISTORY

The James F. Buffalo Award     This award is presented to the person outside of the Emergency Management family who has exhibited outstanding support and leadership to emergency management agencies.  This support was accomplished through any programs or assistance that has enhanced emergency management operations.
	1985 – W. Reed Whitten
            Amateur Radio
	1986 – James T. Ellis, III
            North Carolina National Guard
	1987 – William S. Ethridge
            North Carolina Highway Patrol

	1988 – Joseph W. Dean
            NC CC&PS
	1989 – Roland P. Douthit
            North Carolina Social Services
	1990 – Marvin K. Dorman, JR.
            State Budget

	1991 – W. C. Pete Montague
            American Red Cross
	1992 – Julian Bradberry
            General Electric
	1993 – Clarence Skinner
            Dare County Commissioner

	1994 – Jack A. Wood
            McDowell County Commissioner
	1995 – A. C. Joyner
            North Carolina Highway Patrol
	1996 – Roy Hardee
            WNCT-TV Greenville

	1997 – 

	1998
	1999

	2000

	2001
	2002

	2003

	2004 – Jeff Orrock
            National Weather Service
	2005 – Lt. Mark Dalton
            North Carolina Highway Patrol

	2006 – Dr. Jimmy Tickel
            NC Department of Agriculture
	2007 – Chief Billy Pritchard
            Elizabeth City Fire Department
	2008 – Congressman David Price

	2009 – Norma Mills Houston
            UNC School of Govt.
	2010 – John Brooks
            North Carolina National Guard
	2011 – Robert Poe
            Ashe County Rescue Squad

	2012 – Lu Hickey
            Johnston County Human Services
	2013 – Gaylon Moss
            North Carolina Baptist Men
	2014 – Mark Howell
            NC Department of Agriculture

	2015 – Roland Hamrick

            Specialized Consulting Services, LLC
	2016 – Bruce Akers

            NC Department of Agriculture 
	2017 – David McGowan, III 
            North Carolina Petroleum Council

	2018 – Pat Gentry
            Durham County Public health
	2019 – Phillip McCorquodale
            Phillip’s Towing Service
	2020 – Sharon Schiro 
           Orange County CERT

	2021 – The Citizen Soldiers of the North 

            Carolina National Guard
	2022 – The North Carolina Association of 

            County Commissioners
	2023 - “North Carolina HERricane                                                            

            Experience” Development Team 

	2024- Thomas A. Brown

	2025-
	


The Colonel Phillip Nichlos Waters Award (previously named “The General Foster Griffin Award”)     This award is presented to the Local Emergency Management Coordinator/Director who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in their local Emergency Management program and has contributed to the overall good and advancement of the Emergency Management System in the State.  
	1967 – Wilson “Jiggs” Broadway
             Johnston County
	1968 – Nora Gunter
            Asheville/Buncombe County
	1969 – J. Don Shields
            Cleveland County

	1970 – Anne G. Partin
            City of High Point
	1971 – Lonnie L. Beckham
            Sanford/Lee County
	1972 – Lewis B. Lane
            City of Fuquay-Varina

	1973 – F. Gordon Ratliff
            Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
	1974 – Earl E. Alligood
            Beaufort County
	1975 – Archie L. Disher
            Davidson County

	1976 – Paul M. Cox
            Craven – Jones County
	1977 – C. L. Willoughby
            Hertford County
	1978 – M. Jerry VeHaun
            Buncombe County

	1979 – J. C. Sossoman
            Burke County
	1980 – Ellis M. Stanley
            Brunswick County
	1981 – James W. Reed, Jr.
            Haywood County

	1982 – M. Jerry VeHaun
            Buncombe County
	1983 – Benjamin M. Washburn
            New Hanover County
	1984 – Pearl Lee Orr
            Henderson/Vance County

	1985 – Bobby E. Phillips
            Gaston County
	1986 – Richard C. Tyndall, Jr
            Jones County
	1987 – Phillip “Nick” Waters
            Burke County

	1988 – Abby Ledford
            Cleveland County
	1989 – William J. Smithwick
            Bertie County            
	1990 – Dan E. Summers
            New Hanover County

	1991 – Geneva H. Nash
            Union County
	1992 – C. Steadman Meares
            Moore County
	1993 – David Dills
            Macon County

	1994 – James L. Smith, Jr.
            Lenoir County
	1995 – John McInnis
            Cumberland County
	1996 – Carson H. Smith, Jr
            Pender County

	1997 – Janet Tucker
            Union County
	1998
	1999

	2000 – Lisa Danner
            Watauga County
	2001
	2002

	2003


	2004 – Nick Waters                   David Carter                                 (Last Griffin Award)          (1st  Waters Award)
       Orange County                 Robeson County
	2005 – Stanley Kite
            Craven County 

	2006 – Ann Keyes
            Washington County
	2007 – John Shelton

            Surry County
	2008 – Randy McKinney

            Burke County

	2009 – Gary Pope
            Harnett County
	2010 – Gordon Deno
            Wilson County
	2011 – Reid Southerland
            Duplin County

	2012 – Tony Tucker
            Chatham County
	2013 – Christy Saunders

            Pasquotank and Camden Counties
	2014 – David Breedlove
            Swain County

	2015 – Brian Brantley

            Nash County
	2016 – Todd Dillard 
            Jackson County 
	2017 – Frank Thomason 
            Rowan County

	2018 – Russell Greene

             Alexander County
	2019 – Doug Logan
            Granville County
	2020 – Robin Caldwell 
           Cherokee County

	2021 – Shane Seagroves 
            Lee County
	2022 – Brian Short
            Vance County
	2023 – James E. Groves
            Durham City/County

	2024 - Mike Willis
            Burke County
	2025- Steve Newton

          Chatham County
	


The Vance E. Kee Award     This award is presented to the Local Emergency Management Staff Person who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in their local Emergency Management program, through promoting Emergency Management among other County and State agencies and elected officials.

	1989 – Dewayne West 
            Johnston County
	1990 – Mitchell Byrd
            Granville County
	1991 – Roger “Beau” Lovelace
            Cleveland County

	1992 – Ted Lambert
            Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians
	1993 – Roger Hollifield
            Rutherford County
	1994 – Brenda Freeman
            Brunswick County

	1995 – Kimberly Robertson
            Johnston County
	1996 – Karen Wagley
            Onslow County
	1997 – Mavis Lavender
            McDowell County

	1998

	1999
	2000 – Janet Scott
            Chatham County

	2001

	2002
	2003

	2004 – Ken Anthony
            Burke County
	2005 – Eric Griffin
            Orange County
	2006 – Jerry Beckom
            Alamance County

	2007 – Angela Ledford
            Buncombe County
	2008 – Wayne Pearce

            New Hanover County
	2009 – Heather Heigl
            Brunswick County

	2010 – Steve Langer 

            Cabarrus County
	2011 – Stephanie Young

            Davidson County
	2012 – Kristen Skinner 

            New Hanover County

	2013 – Deborah Hartsell
            Lincoln County EM
	2014 – Johnny Wilson
            Buncombe County
	2015 – Teresa Richardson
            Ashe County

	2016 – Stacie Miles

            Onslow County
	2017 – Rodney Dancy 
            Wilson County
	2018 – Teresa Smith
             New Hanover County

	2019 – Jason Reavis

            Vance County
	2020 – Misty Tabor 
            Swain County
	2021 – Steven Pyle, Jr. 
            Currituck County

	2022 – Ryan “Sissy” Mills

            Jones County
	2023 – Zach Shean
            Harnett County 
	2024- Chris Bolden
           Yadkin County

	2025- Jason Fuller

          New Hanover County
	
	


The Colonel William A. Thompson Award    This award is presented to the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management employee who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in assisting Local Emergency Management Coordinators with programs, incidents and information.  
	1980 – William Thompson
	1981 – David Kelly
	1982 – Arthur Lamson

	1983 – Vance Kee
	1984 – Joseph Myers
	1985 – Robert Dunmire

	1986 – Robert Buchanan
	1987 – James Munn
	1988 – Steve Tant

	1989 – Eric Tolbert
	1990 – Thaddeus Bryson
	1991 – Tonia Young

	1992 – Joseph Myers
	1993 – Timothy Miller
	1994 – Gary Jones

	1995 – Buddy Jackson
	1996 – Chris Coudriet
	1997 – Tiawana Ferguson

	1998 – Bill Gentry    
	1999 – Jimmie Ramsey
	2000 – Mike Cook

	2001 – Darlene Johnson
	2002
	2003

	2004 – Jeff Cardwell
	2005 – Gary Jones
	2006 – Scott Galbraith

	2007 – Mike Montague
	2008 – Elaine Wathen
	2009 – Greg Atchley

	2010 – Joe Wright
	2011 – Mike Sprayberry
	2012 – Lonnie Hill

	2013 – Warren Moore
	2014 – Karen Hamby
	2015 – Dianne Curtis

	2016 – Western Branch Office
	2017 – Darla Hall
	2018 – Jimmie Ramsey

	2019 – David Leonard
	2020 – Tim Byers
	2021 – Dennis Hancock

	2022 – Robin Lorenzen 
	2023 – Eric Wiseman
	2024- James Collins

	2025- Karen Hamby
	
	


