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Decision Support for Smaller Events
www.weather.gov

http://www.weather.gov


Planned Small Event
www.weather.gov

http://www.weather.gov


Planned Small Event



Create Your Own Hourly Weather Forecast
www.weather.gov/forecastpoints



Create Your Own Hourly Weather Forecast
www.weather.gov/forecastpoints



Decision Support for Large Events
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Dan River Coal Ash Spill - Feb 2014

● Briefings/Spot Forecasts sent three 
times a day for over three weeks

● Special website developed with 
weather/water information specific to 
this site

● Customized River Forecasts for this site 
were  created by the Southeast River 
Forecast Center

● Feedback from IC: “The  forecasts, by all 

feedback I have gotten, is perfect as is. The 

IMT members seem to be using the pdf version 

to print out and attach to various briefs, etc; 

and they are also keeping an eye on the web 

page. Thank you and please thank your team 

for their efforts in making that happen”
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ASU Football Games 

● For the highest attended game of 
the season, a meteorologist was 
deployed onsite at Kidd Brewer 
Stadium to participate in 
briefings and provide real-time 
updates.

● Briefings sent to ASU Emergency 
Management.

● Lightning notifications 
automatically delivered to ASU 
Emergency Management.
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Autumn Leaves Festival - Mt. Airy, NC

● Over 250,000 people attend this 
event.

● Briefings sent to Surry County 
Emergency Management.

● Lightning notifications automatically 
delivered to Surry County Emergency 
Management.

● Meteorologists call Surry County EM 
when specific triggers are met 
(lightning, warnings, winds, heat 
index values, etc.)
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Requesting Support for Large Events - RNK

● Briefings/Notifications/Alerts can be 
provided to EM ONLY for events with 
several thousand people.

● Please submit your request at least a 
week before the event.

● Use your hazardous weather plan to 
know what triggers you want alerted 
(e.g. tents downed at 30 MPH winds, 
heat index value thresholds, lightning 
distance triggers, etc.)
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Requesting Support for Large Events - RNK
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Requesting Support for Large Events - RNK
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● Complete this online form

● NWS will respond in a few days

● Please provide at least one week 

notice

● Each NWS office has a different 

method of requesting this support

● When in doubt, call your local NWS 

office



Lightning Notification Example - RNK
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Situational Awareness Display - RNK
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WFO GSP 
weather.gov/gsp/dssrequest
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WFO GSP
• Routine support/planned events

– Char-Meck (events at Bank of America 
Stadium)

– Annual Events (e.g., Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games)

– Community events/festivals
• Polk NITC

– Upcoming: President’s Cup
– Got something you want to discuss? Call 

me!

• Emergency Support
– SAR, spots
– Post-event (Haywood County)
– Need support? Call us!
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WFO GSP
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WFO Morehead City 

19

To request support

erik.heden@noaa.gov or 
wxobs.mhx@noaa.gov or 
call 252 223 5737 EXT 6



WFO Morehead City 
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ECU NCAA Baseball Tournament Spring 2021
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● 5 Day event, practices/games

● Briefings sent to ECU Emergency 
Management.

● On site support during two days 
of active weather

● Lightning and heavy rain main 
thresholds of concern.



ECU Home Football Games
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● Multiple games each fall for a 
few years now.

● Briefings sent to ECU Emergency 
Management.

● Usually remotely supported 
unless weather is active.

● Lightning and heavy rain main 
thresholds of concern.



Outer Banks Seafood Festival
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● Provided on site support fall 
2021 and 2019.

● Briefings sent to Dare County 
Emergency Management.

● Wind a concern (tents) along 
with lightning, rain.

● Provide multiple remote support 
and briefings throughout the 
year



WFO Raleigh
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To request support

Weather.gov/Raleigh/support

Direct questions to 

Nicholas.Petro@noaa.gov or 
call Nick at (919) 326-1047



Requesting Support from WFO Raleigh
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Clicking this 

takes you here

Weather.gov/Raleigh/support



Types of Support

• Email list / Briefings: Email Nicholas.Petro@noaa.gov to get on the email 
list. 

• Old-fashion phone support:   See Nick for the back-line phone number to 
NWS Raleigh. 

• Routine and high-impact weather briefings and virtual meetings. 

• Conference calls: NWS meteorologists available to attend your agency’s 
internal conference calls. 

• Remote iDSS:  NWS Raleigh meteorologists can provide weather briefings via 
phone calls (inbound or outbound calls),  online webinars, and email 
briefings.   The types of events that "remote iDSS" works well for include:  
large public gatherings, large fairs or community events, and natural or man-
made hazmat incidents, among others. 26

mailto:Nicholas.Petro@noaa.gov


Types of Support Continued
• On-site iDSS:   NWS Raleigh meteorologists can provide weather briefings 

on-site and in-person via deployments to an emergency operations center or 
command post near an incident or event.  The types of events that "remote 
iDSS" works well for include:  very large public gathering or incidents where 
the potential public hazards and risks, and number of people involved, 
warrant having instant on-site weather briefings.  The types of weather 
events that are particularly useful to have an on-site meteorologist include 
hurricanes, winter storms, large-scale severe weather outbreaks, and major 
flooding events.

• Recurring iDSS:  NWS Raleigh meteorologists provide ongoing support 
throughout the year with pre- seasonal meetings, functional and tabletop 
exercises, weather training and preparedness outreach; or support for 
routine/high-value decisions. 27



We are staffed up to help you when it’s 
needed the most!   Don’t hesitate to call!
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17 brilliant meteorologists under one roof, ready to help you at a moments notice!  



Remote Weather Support
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We are on the VIPER system, and can provide weather 

support with the simple push of a button!  

On the right:  NWS Raleigh continues to 

provide severe weather updates to our 

local, state and federal partners. Here 

at NWS Raleigh, WCM Nick Petro is 

providing a briefing to the command 

center at the FEMA COVID19 

Greensboro Community Vaccination 

Center in Greensboro, NC. 



On-Site Weather 
Support
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On-Site Support Case Study
2021 North Carolina State Fair
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“the National Weather Service staff were 

instrumental in the success of the fair being 

one of the safest on record.”  

-Chief Chip Hawley, State Capital Police



Tabletop Exercises
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NWS Raleigh's Nick Petro and 

Brandon Locklear (standing on 

left) are participating in the 

Planetary Defense Interagency 

Tabletop Exercise in Winston-

Salem this past February with a 

number of City, County, State, 

and Federal partners. One of 

many ways we strive to build a 

Weather Ready Nation!



Thank you!
● Please let us know how we can 

help!

● Participating/Preparing materials for 

exercises.

● Support for HAZMAT incidents, 

including plume forecasts.

● Presentations at your LEPC 

meetings.

● Climate data for grants (e.g. 

frequency of weather 

events/warnings issued)


