
PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (PDA)

Individual Assistance & Public Assistance



REFERENCES

• Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 USC

• Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

• Public Assistance Program Policy Guide



FEDERAL DECLARATION PROCESS
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STATE DECLARATION PROCESS
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Public Assistance Eligible Categories

A. Emergency Debris Removal

B. Emergency Protective Measures

C. Roads, Signs, and Bridges

D. Water Control Facilities

E. Public Buildings and Equipment

F. Public Utilities

G. Parks, Recreational Facilities, other



Threshold for Declarations

Public Assistance

• Federal Declarations 

• 17M+ (can change)

• State Disaster

• 1% of Annual Operating Budget or 
$10K in UNINSURED eligible 
expenses (whichever is higher)

Individual Assistance

• Federal Declarations

• 6 Different Variables

• State Declarations

• 25 Homes w/ major impacts or 
destroyed



PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (PDA) TECHNOLOGY 

FOR INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE (IA) and PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

(PA)



RECOVERY

Technology Overview

NCEM has worked to standardize the collection of data for 

a preliminary damage assessment (PDA). In these efforts, 

NCEM has implemented technology to be used specifically 

for the capture of data for an Individual Assistance PDA. 

The technology that NCEM has implemented to 

standardize the data collection for a PDA is 

Survey123. This tool is an interactive survey 

which can be accessed through the Survey123 

application for smart phones and tablets. 

iPhoneiPadSmart PhoneTablet



Downloading the Survey123 Application

QR Code to 

download 

Survey123 for 

Apple devices.

QR Code to 

download 

Survey123 for 

Android devices.



QR Code to 

download 

Survey123 

application for 

Apple devices.



QR Code to 

download 

Survey123 

application for 

Android devices.



Install Survey 123 Mobile Application

Select Continue 

without signing in.

Select Allow While 

Using App.

Select OK



Install Survey 123 Mobile Application

Click QR Code to 

access Reader

Scan QR Code to IA 

Training Survey

If prompted, select 

“open in Survey123 

app”.



Scan QR Code for NC 

Damage Assessment 

(IA)

TRAINING Survey

Scan QR Code for NC 

Damage Assessment (IA)

Authoritative Survey

Survey will automatically 

open in Survey123 after 

scanning. Just click the 

‘X’ in the top-left corner to 

exit the survey if you are 

not intending to use it 

right away.



DATA COLLECTION

Select “Damage 

Assessment Team”

QR Code Quick 

Share
Survey 

Instructions



PDA Team NamePDA Team Name

Individual’s Name   

Entering Data

Select County 

where PDA is 

occurring
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EVENT DETAILS / SAVE FAVORITES
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1. Enter Address of 

dwelling

2. Once address is 

entered, latitude & 

longitude will generate.

3. Tap to open 

map.

LOCATION



LOCATION

RECOVERY

Select the 

plus option 

to zoom in 

on location.

Move pin 

directly over 

structure.

Select check 

mark when 

complete.



Damage Assessment Waypoint Locations

GOOD! 

Waypoint is 

directly on 

structure.

BAD!

Waypoint is in the 

street.



Select the structural 

damage of the affected 

structure.

“Damage” is 

automatically selected.

Select the 

Structure 

Type.





Select the insurance 

status of the identified 

structure. 



RECOVERY

Select “submit” to 

complete survey

Select the camera 

icon to access device 

camera to take and 

upload a picture.

Select If insurance 

question is 

unknown or not 

assessed



RECOVERY

TAKING PHOTOS

Select 

photo 

icon Select 

when 

complete



SUBMIT THE FORM

ONLINE

SEND NOW

OFFLINE

Save in 

Outbox

Once you have internet 

connection, you must 

manually send the 

surveys in the outbox.



Public Assistance (PA) workflow in Survey123 is the same as Individual 

Assistance (IA), but the survey questions are different.

Public Assistance (PA) Survey

Scan QR Code 

(right) for Public 

Assistance (PA) 

Authoritative 

Survey

Scan QR Code (left) 

for Public Assistance 

(PA) TRAINING 

Survey



Questions?

Recovery

James “Bob” Barker

919-714-2809

Bob.barker@ncdps.gov

Yevon Adams

984-365-7270

Yevon.adams2@ncdps.gov

Survey Applications

Daniel Madding

919-825-2336

Daniel.madding@ncdps.gov

Casey Buddenbaum

919-825-2352

Casey.Buddenbaum@ncdps.gov

mailto:Bob.barker@ncdps.gov
mailto:Yevon.adams2@ncdps.gov
mailto:Daniel.madding@ncdps.gov
mailto:Casey.Buddenbaum@ncdps.gov
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